4 
f 4 t GP 
ry. # 


* 
E 


LE WE: 1 R 


* TA HIS EXCELLENCY THE 


tos IS 5 N WALLIS, 


| 5 dr, wk CONDUCT ow 
LORD CAMDEN, 
"FROM THE | 
ASPERSIONS CONTAINED IN A PAMPHLET, 
ENTITLED, 


_ = /"® CONSIDERATIONS ON THE SITUATION TO WHICH 
IRELAND is REDUCED BY THE GOVERNMENT 
OF LORD: CAMDEN.” 


8 3 FS Cf 1 Fat FAD of PER * 21 
2 , £ 8 4 2 E 2 1 
of r 4 - K . 5 „ Y ; | 
x ; — Fo C 4 rs "= 1 
| ite? 
; | 


D U B L I N: 


— TY + 


3 1798. 


PRINTED FOR J. MILLIKEN, Ne 32, GRAFTON STREET. 


3 


s 
4 3 * 
4 
N 
0 
x K — 
2 * A * 6 1 
— 
q 
- 
4; k 
* 
- 
” 
"4 
. 
— 
1 
= 
* 
— 
o 
” 
_ 
_ LEE - 
* « 
- 


* „ 8; 
* „ 


w * 


EO ET TIT 30] 


* 


5 
#- 1 9 
* e * 
. 
+39. Ws + ha.” 
5 — 
oy 
OT TO OELEG 


<4 5 A 
. * 


N 
— 
r 
2 
* 
% 
% Pipe. 3 
- 
— 

— AY * 77 
"SY * - 

* \ ag 
„ 2 
32 
8 N 

Cs or 
* 
aw 
of * ; 5 
* 3 * 
een . 


TR 


* 
— 


R E FU TAT ION 
C0 \NSIDERATIONS, Ge. 


2 * 
- 


MY LORD, 


UN WILLING to enter into the field of dif. : 


cuſſion, which too frequently only confirms 
the error it was meant to diſpel, I waited with 
indignant patience till abler pens undertook the 
taſk of refuting the aſſertions contained in a 
Pamphlet, entitled, Conſiderations on the Situation to 
which Ireland is reduced ty the Adminiſtration, &c. 
This taſk having been unaccountably omitted, 
J thought it high time, when the Sixth Edi- 


tion of a ſeditious publication is tainting with its 


poiſon the public mind, to approach your Lord- 
ſhip, with a brief and a candid defence of the 
political and moral conduct of your illuſtrious 
predeceſſor in the Government of this kingdom, 
to expoſe the flimſy fallacy of factious argumen- 
tation, to repel the foul calumnies that are laviſh- 
ed upon Individuals, the Government and the 
Country—for never ſhall the erernal principles 
of Truth and Juſtice be frittered away by the 
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jeſoitical caſuiſtry of the abettor at: a NP; while 


I poſſeſs, inadequate as they are, judgment to diſ- 
criminate, or ſenſibility to feel. 


Talents, even ill- directed, extort my reſpect, 
and talents the author of Conſiderations certainly 
poſſeſſes, or he never could have ſo ingeniouſly 
confounded the principles of right and wrong 
and preſented events to the public mind accom- 
panied by their proximate cauſes, but ſtudiouſly 
{tripped of thoſe remote but efficient ſprings of 
action, to which thoſe events can be x and 
my attributed. 

e i SIA pod 
| Eeery kn 15 thinks muſt acknowledge, that 
the people of this country are turbulent and un- 
civilized, prone to tumult, and capable of cruel- 


ties. Every man who feels muſt confeſs, that he 
cannot better evince his ſpirit, that he cannot 


more worthily hazard his exiſtence, than by fruſ- 
trating the machinations of treachery, and ſtem- 


ming the irruptions of outrage. Yes, I agree 


with the author, turbulence and outrage are the 


order of the day; human baſeneſs has indeed at- 
tained the pinnacle of depravity ; but have the 


acts of George the third, conſummated by the 
ponderation of Lord Camden, produced this dire 
event of the none-ſparing war? Has the mercy 


of our benevolent Sovereign, tempered by the wiſ- 
goin of his councils, only elicited the ſpark. of 


civil 


Þ& 3:1 
civil difſenſion, which the energy of his viceroy 


* upheld by every ſupply, and ſanctioned by every 


law, that the military information or the political 
wiſdom of our rulers commanded or ſuggeſted, has 
blown into open rebellion? The inſinuation is 
vile=the aſſertion falſe. —No, the people of Ire- 
land are poor, and therefore tumultuous ; the 
people of Ireland are idle, and therefore tur- 
bulent; the cauſes of revolt are to be aſſigned not 
to conciliation and mercy—not to the humanity 
of our King, and the compaſſion, © for ſuch 
| proceeding he is charged withal, of his repre- 


ſentative, but to baſe-earned penſions and finecure 
places —and the conſequent extinction of patriot- 


ilm, and the abandonment of public virtue 
amongſt the wealthy; and amongſt the poor 
to lotteries and to whiſkey — thoſe ſanctioned 
ſprings of vileneſs and of profligacy—to the orgies 


of pay-tables—to the crapulence of jails—to' Iriſh 


Gentlemen and Iriſh Ladies, who, with unbluſh- 
ing audacity, parade the crowded ſtreets, teeming 
with feveriſh throngs of famiſhed manufacturers 


—to middle-men, thoſe leeches that gorge upon 
the hearts-blood of the people, the oppreſſors of 
the Poor and the minions of  the-Rich—to the 
beggarly, cowardly, contemptible gang of Ab- 
Tentees—drones in the political hive, whom the 


Telidents ſhould utterly expel—- 


k Agmine fato 
pans fucos pecus a- preſepibus. aroent. 4 ID, en 
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to the leaven of French principles fermenting 
this heterogeneous maſs, the inſtantaneous com- 


munication of infectious diſcontent, pervading 


6 like the electric fluid with incalculable velo- 
city, and finding a conductor in every human 
heart.” —Theſe, theſe, are the primary cauſes 
of diſturbance.— This, my Lord, is the Augean 
ſtable, the rivers of your magnanimity and firm- 
neſs muſt cleanſe— this is the Herculean taſk, the 


wiſdom of your Sovereign, and the confiding hope 


of Ireland, have impoſed upon you—you are veſt- 
ed with unlimited powers—oh, my Lord, exert 
them in the generous behalf of thoſe whom op- 
preſſion has embruted—whom intereſt has vilified 
—* who have none to help them.” —Burſt the 
fetters of bigotry—diſpel the fog of ſloth, awaken 


the mind of the poor from the frapor of - ebriety ; 


vouchſafe them the means of induſtry, and they 


will be laborious give them a ſtake in the coun- 


try, and they will love and cheriſh it ! 


he plan of a rebellion had been formed 
prior to the arrival of Lord Camden, which broke 


out during his reſidence, exiſted for three months, 


and was not Une? that period EM 


j 


7 Ay the 3 denies him the honour of 


creating or fomenting the rebellion, the accuſa- 


tion is narrowed into a charge of not making 


_— RE War 
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war upon the ſiſpected inhabitants of Ireland; 
immediately after the Report of the *: Secret 
Committee, who were juſtified by evidence in 
believing that 72,000 men were united for dan- 
gerous purpoſes ; but who had hen been guilty of 


no overt act amounting to a crime, and who had 


then committed no a& of hoſtility. - 


My Lord Camden was indeed to blame—if 
would have better become the repreſentative of 


Majeſty, the arbiter of Juſtice, the ſpring of 


Honour, the vindicator of the Conſtitution, + he 
Son of Pratt, wielding without controul the natural 
and political force of the kingdom, and ſupported 


by a military power of eighty thouſand men ;—yes, 


it would better have become Lord Camden to 
have wrung the ſcales from the hand of Juſtice, 
and armed her with a firebrand, to have annulled 
the forms of Juſtice—to have arreſted the courſe 
of law—to have let flip the dogs of war, and, with 
the Report of the Secret Committee engraved 
upon his banners, to have marched into the ſuſ- 
pected provinces, with Murder and Conflagration 
in his rear to have whipped, picqueted, and 
hanged 72,000 ragged. barbarians, without artil- 
lery, armed with pikes and a few bad firelocks ; || 


and then returning in triumph, to have juſtified 


ſuch A DATE conduQ upon the honourable 
principles 


* Page 12. f Page 6. 4. Page 20. || Page 16. 


—— OE EET 


. — 


4 A dart 2 —— ee nn, 
o 


E 6 1 


principles of preventive wiſdom, and a aur be- 
vond the law. | 


a evion che ſanmc's ul with hnwars.of tee, 
266 Rain'd from the wounds of ſlaughter' d Iriſhmen.”” 


At length the threatened danger arrived pre- 
vious to which time it appears, that Lord Cam- 
den, (in addition to the crime of not underſtand- 


ing the bon mot belligueux, and employing the 
Attorney General and Crown Solicitor, inſtead of 


Jack Ketch) was guilty of the high miſdemean- 
ours * of taking the air every day at two o'clock, 
and ſhooting cocks inſtead of Iriſhmen.—On the 23d 


of May, however, + he became firm and reſolved, 


and commenced the war; but here again his in- 
defatigable accuſer loads him with blame and re- 
proach— that exalted cenſor, whoſe accurate mind 
can count the oaths which L. G. Packenham ut- 
tered, and meaſure the tobacco that he chewed, 
while he ſtimulated the body of artificers under 
his command into ] apparent activity that can- 
did individual, whoſe feeling heart can lacerate 
the recent wounds of a once happy family, point 
the agony of the fatherleſs, and exaſperate the 
deſolation of the widow, with coarſe and vulgar 
ridicule, ſtabbing with ſecure triumph the mangled 
remains of a gallant officer, who fell the victim 


of 
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Th 7 
of incautious courage, in the ſervice of his King 
and of his Country. 


Frigidus, Oh Pueri, fugite hinc—latet anguit in doi, 
| Vin II. 
Lord Camden is accuſed of deliberation—he 
may #tſwer, my Lord, with the dignified calm- 


neſs of Fabius I ſhould be a coward indeed, if 


I were to be terrified into a change of meaſures 
* by groundleſs calumnies and reproaches : that 
& man is unfit to be at the head of affairs, who 


60 is capable of being influenced by the caprices 


5 of thoſe he is appointed to command.” 
PLUTARCEH. 


He is found guilty of mercy, + the imputation 
of humanity it is difficult to efface. Four thou- 
ſand men, it cannot be denied, had: ſurrendered 
their arms and leaders; and though they were 
ſurrounded on the Curragh of Kildare, were not 
maſſacred in cold pion: ſpared them I can- 
not deny it. 


| 3 vie mecum miſeratus agreſtes. Vici: 


I will not defend this part of his character, but 


leave him to that Power, whoſe attribute is — 
for his Juſtification. e 
I Hnall 
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1 ſhall Say add the 0 of Scipio Afri- 
canus, who was reprehended for pauſing in the 


career of victory“ I had rather fave the life nl 
a fingle ſoldier, than deſtroy a thouſand enemies.“ 


I have hitherto, and whether ſucceſsfully or not 
your Lordſhip is the beſt judge, endeavoured to 
reſcue Lord Camden's political conduct from 
oblaquy ;—his moral character now remains to be 
vindicated from a charge of the moſt atrocious na- 
ture, which, if true, muſt conſign his reputation 
to eternal infamy ;—if falſe, ſhould devote the 
abandoned libeller to the utmoſt rigour which i in- 
ed law infliets upon the vileſt defamation. 


————ä— . — —— AS x 
. 


I allude to the State Paper—a paper, which, 
though he diſavows the belief that you are the 
Author of, he yet, virtually, makes you reſponſi- 
ble for, f by expreſsly Rating it as the firft act of 
State in Lord Cornwallis's government. 
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I ſhall not enquire, my Lord, whether this pro- 
| duction was a Proclamation or not.— The cir- 
1 | cumſtance of its being univerſally acquieſced un- 
der, by all whom it concerned, is to me ample 
proof of its proceeding from the Supreme Autho- 
rity in the State. By the Author's own confeſſion, 
it was a State Paper, ] publiſhed firſt by the King's 
Printer, and afterwards ſolemnly inſerted in the 

Gazette, 
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Gazette, circulated throughout the kingdom, di- 


rected to the Generals of Diſtricts, and as the 


Mandate of Government,“ immediately and punc- 
tually obeyed by them, purſuant to the directions 
contained in it they granted protections to thoſe 
individuals who conformed to the conditions; and 
by thoſe individuals, relying upon the faith of Go- 


vernment, they were conſidered as efficient.— 


How then, my Lord, will you endure to be told, 
in the moſt inſulting manner too, f that the afore- 


ſaid inſtrument was no manner of protection whatſo- 


ever—that if any Rebel ſhould produce a certifi- 


cate ſigned by all the General Officers on the Staff, 
ſach Rebel would, notwithſtanding ſuch certifi-, 


cate, be liable to be tried for, and convicted of 
Hier Treas ;—that it was a very cruel deceit 
to put on ignorant men, o , endeavgur to entrap 
them under PRETENCE of protection into a ſurren- 


der, which would expoſe them to ſo horrid ap uniſh- 


ment. 


My Lord! my Lord ! is this to be borne ?—For 


the ſake of Heaven—for your own ſake, anſwer 
the Country, horrified at ſuch an aſſertion, whe- 


ther you did conceive, or do now conceive this 
State Paper to be honeſt, or to be fraudulent—to 
| o be 


* See General Myers's Notice in the Freeman 's Journal, 


dated the 4th of July, the“ State Paper” was , 
the 3d J uy.” 
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be true, or to be inſidious ? Tell them, that you, 


and that all the Generals of Diſtricts throughout 
the kingdom, did not hold out a forged protection 
to lure ignorance into a tender, or entice credulity 


to the gallows tell them, that CHARLxS, MAR Ds 


CorRnwaLL1s, never yet preſided at the tribunal of 
ſtratagem, angling for the life of contrition with 
the bait of impoſture, and dooming the unſuſpect- 


ing victim of ſanguinary fraud to be“ carried 


pack to the place from whence he came, and 
“ from thence to be drawn to the place of execu- 
<* tion, and he there hanged by the neck, cut 
* down alive, his entrails burnt before his face, his 
& head cut off, and his body divided into four 
& quarters, to be diſpoſed of at the pleaſure of 
« the King ;*—that King, whom this defamer 
would brand with the ſtigma of holding aut, 
through his repreſentative, the banner of fallaci- 
ous hope, and puniſhing, with unrelenting vigour, 
the unſuſpecting men, who were ſubdued by facti- 
tious clemency, and who fell the victims of a ge- 
nerous reliance on a Punic faith.—Awake the 


lumbering energy of your law. officers.—I be- 


ſeech you, my Lord, to follow up this myſterious 
miſchiet—reſcue your King—your predeceſſor 
your own unſullied dignity, from this black, this 
envenomed charge.—The man who makes ſuch 
an aſſertion, I denounce as guilty of groſs con- 
tempt, as well as of the moſt fatal ſedition.— He 

holds 


v 
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halds up the mandate of government to the con- 


tempt, and the deriſion of the enemies of the 
country—He blaſts the harveſt of allegiance, by ' 


telling thoſe who long to return to it, that they 


are baffled and abuſed—that the cup of peace 
which their rulers preſent to their parched lips, is 
tainted with deadly poiſon.— He proclaims to the 


perſiſting Rebel, that he doubts whether it be in 
the“ power of his Majeſty's Generals, and of the 
forces under their command, entirely to deſtroy 


all thoſe who have revolted ;—but that at all events 
they ſhould be cautious how they return to their 
duty—for that the people who are appointed by 
an impotent Government to receive their ſubmiſ- 
ſion, are incompetent, and that the protections 
they hold out are not merely nugatory, but no- 
cent—not merely calculated to mock, but ts de- 


ſtroy. 


Such, my Lord, are the unworthy devices of a 
ſanguinary faction, riſking every danger, and vio- 
lating every principle, in their unwearied exer- 


tions to wither the bloſſoms of mercy, and to ca- 


lumniate the memory and the conduct of thoſe, 
whom they envy for their probity, and abhor for 


their compaſſion— Did I ſuppoſe that your ear 
could for 4 moment be abuſed by the virus of 


ſuch venom, I would preſume to adviſe you to 
cloſe it againſt the inſinuations of intereſted pre- 


judice, and the ſuggeſtions of FOO cruelty.— 
| But 
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But there is no occaſion for the caution—=the in- 


tegrity of your mind, and the ſenſibility of your 
heart, render ſuch a warning ſuperfluous. —No, 
my Lord, you never will conſolidate rebellion, by 
reiterated execution, but diſſipate it by mercy. 


No ceremony that to great ones *longs, 
Not the King's Crown, NOR THE DEPUTED SWORD, 
The Marſhal's 'Truncheon—nor the Judge's Robe, 
Become them with one half ſo good a grace 
As Mercy does. — 


Directed by that bright ſtar, you will ſteer the 
political veſſel through the troubled ocean of civil 
diſcord. -A Quated by that benignant influence, 
you will reſtore the bleſſings of confidence—you 
will revive the ſentiment of gratitude—you will 
force even thoſe who are ſoon to be wafted to ano- 
ther hemiſphere, to regret, inſtead of execrating, 
the land they are to behold no more—and mourn 
over, inſtead of juſtifying the fatal deluſion, which 
robbed. them of that ſweet enjoyment, of that re- 
novated peace, and rational liberty, which they 
could have more than promiſed themſelves, would 
be the propitious fruits of your Lordſhip's Admi: 
niſtration.— Their wives will bleſs you; —and their 


children, not the determined foes, but the friends 


of Ireland, will bury the remembrances of filial 
indignation in the conviction of your jultice, and 
the recollection of your mercy, 


2 


I ear 


E 3 1 | 
I fear that I have already too long treſpaſſed 


upon your Lordſhip's time and patience.—lI can- 
not, however, conclude, without offering to your 


attention a few quotations from a Letter of my 
Lord Bacon addrefſed to Mr. Secretary Cecil, 

after the defeat of the Spaniſh forces in Ireland, 

in the year 1601. 


He begins by ſaying that © the reduction of 
that country as well to civility and juſtice as to 


obedience and peace, which things, as affairs 


now ſtand, I hold to be inſeparable, conſiſteth in 
four points: 


1. The extinguiſhing of the relicks of war. A 
2. The recovery of the hearts of the people. 


3. The removing the roots and occaſions of: 
paſt trouble. 


4. Plantations and buildings.” 


He goes on to ſay, © I do think much letting 


of blood in declinatione morbi is againſt method 


of cure—and that it will but induce necęſſi 5 and 
ae, defpair.” 


He ſaver a little farther, ** But of all other 
points, to my underſtanding, themoſt effectual is, 
the well expreſſing or imprefling the deſign of this 
ſtate, upon that miſerable and "deſolate country, 
containing the ſame between theſe two liſts or 


boundaries, the one, that the Queen ſeeketh 
e 
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| | Nor an extirpation of that people, but a reduction; 
4 . and that now ſhe has chaſtiſed them by her reyal 
power and arms, according to the neceſſity of the 
occaſion, her Majeſty taketh no pleaſure inthe u. 


fron of blood, or diſplanting of ancient generations. 


Speaking of Religion, he aſſerts that one of 
the principal pretences whereby the heads of the 
Rebellion have prevailed both with the people 
and the foreigner, hath been the defence of the 
Catholic Religion; and it is this that hath like- 
wiſe made the foreigner recipyocally more plauſi- 
ble with the Rebel Therefore à toleration of Reli- 
gion for a time, not definite, (except it be in ſome 

principal town and precincts, after the manner of 
ſome French edits) ſeemeih to me a matter war- 
rantable by religion, and IN POLICY OF ABSOLUTE 
NECESSITY. 1 


Again he remarks relatively to “ obligation 
and reward.” —It is true, no doubt, what was an- 
ciently ſaid, that a ſtate is contained in two words, 
premium & pena ; and 1 am perſuaded, that if a 
penny in the pound which hath been ſpent in 
pana (for this kind of war is but pene without 
1 | fruit or emolument to the ſtate,) had been ſpent 
| in præmio, that is in rewarding, things had never 
grown to this extremity. 57 


7 


| 
| 8 
| I T ſhall now cloſe this long Letter, with one re- 
| markable paſſage more, worthy of the mighty 
| mind 
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F 


mind that ſuggeſted it, and honourable to the 
humane policy, that two hundred years after in 
ſimilar circumſtances has purſued a ſimilar courfe. 
6 Laſtly for this point, that which the ancients 
called potęſtas facta redeundi ad ſanitatem, and 
which is but a mockery when the enemy is ſtrong 
and proud, but ectual in his declination, THAT 
IS, A LIBERAL PROCLAMATION OF GRACE AND 
PARDON TO SUCH AS SHALL SUBMIT AND COME 
IN WITHIN A TIME PREFIXED, AND OF SOME 
FARTHER REWARD TO SUCH AS SHALL BRING 
OTHERS IN.“ ; 


In the humble confidence that your Lordſhip 
will receive with indulgence, what I have ſub- 
mitted to you with truth, I remain, 


My LoRp, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt obedient Servant. 
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